SALTON SEA
10-YEAR
MANAGEMENT
PLAN

SUMMARY
WHAT ARE THE GOALS?
•

The SSMP is meant to be used as a guideline to develop and build projects around
the Sea

•

The goals of these projects are two fold:

1. Create new habitat for birds and fish
2. Help manage dust levels as the Sea recedes
•

The plan focuses on issues of water quality and air quality management

•

5 projects are identified in the plan: 4 along the southern shore of the Sea, and one
on the northern shore of the Sea (we will g o over these in the next session!)

WHO ARE THE KEY PLAYERS?
•

California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA): CNRA is the state agency in charge
of implementing the projects at the Salton Sea

•

Department of Water Resources (DWR): DWR helps CNRA with managing the
projects

•

Salton Sea Authority (SSA): The SSA is the local agency in charge of implementing
the projects at the Salton Sea.

The SSA is made of up 5 different committees, that each of members from local
agencies, organizations, and environmental groups on them:
1. Science Committee: provides scientific expertise
2. 10-Year Plan Committee: consults on the implementation of the projects
3. Air Quality Committee: provides advice on air quality compliance
4. Long Range Committee: looks at long-term projects and solutions
5. Engagement Committee: provides advice on local community outreach

WHAT IS THE TIMELINE?
•

This plan is meant to cover the time period from 2018-2028

•

There is an additional plan being drafted to cover the time after 2028

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO THE ECV?
•

Projects will be built around the entirety of the Salton Sea, but currently there is
only one project planned on the northern side near the ECV

•

This document does not mention the communities around the Sea, what they
would like to see, or how the Sea affects them – there is an opportunity to change
this through advocacy!

•

Many people around the Sea don’t know about this plan or don’t understand it – but
it could provide key amenities for communities if we are involved in the process and
design of the projects

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
•

The State of California was required by Governor Brown to put this plan together in
2016

•

Currently there is approximately $300 million allocated for the planning, design,
and implementation of these projects

•

The Salton Sea is California’s largest lake, and is saltier than the ocean! Millions of
birds migrate through from Mexico to Canada and stop at the Sea to gather food.

•

The Sea will shrink faster at the Northern and Southern ends of the Sea, because it
is shallower there already. The Western and Eastern sides have deeper lake depths,
and therefore will not see as much dust exposure from the lake.

•

The State is focusing mostly on PM10 dust levels - PM10 stands for Particulate
Matter 10 micrometers across. That’s about the same width as a strand of spider
web silk. These particles are easily inhaled and can get stuck in your lungs,
causing respiratory issues and eventually asthma.
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Figure 27. Northern End of Salton Sea with the Estimated Edge of Water for 2030 and 2050.
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EXCERPT FROM SSMP
Chapter 1. Introduction
The Salton Sea Management Program (SSMP) has developed a 10-year plan for Phase
I that envisions a range of activities for habitat creation and dust management as the
Salton Sea recedes over 2018-2028. The California State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB), through Draft Stipulated Order Revising WRO 2002-0013, outlines
annual and cumulative target areas for restoration through creation of habitat and dust
suppression projects. These targets are defined for each year, ranging from a
cumulative 500 acres by January 1, 2019 to a cumulative 29,800 acres by January 1,
2029, with a minimum 50% of the area being designated for fish and wildlife habitat
projects.1 The target acreages by year are shown in Figure 1. Specific areas around
the Sea are proposed for restoration projects, specifically at the southern end of the sea
near the inflows of the Alamo and New Rivers and the northern end of the sea near the
inflow of the Whitewater River. See Figure 2 for a map of the Salton Sea watershed,
and the five areas identified for future project development.
This Work Plan identifies specific tools that need to be developed and tasks that need to
be performed to support the design and implementation of SSMP Phase I actions This
includes a set of overarching analyses focused on hydrology, water quality, air quality
management, and activities to develop specific projects around the Sea that will create
new habitat and help in managing dust emissions. This Work Plan also includes the
feasibility evaluation of other longer term projects that may be contemplated in future
phases of the SSMP.
Planned restoration in the Salton Sea is advised by a set of committees, representing a
range of stakeholder interests and focused on different aspects of restoration as
identified below (proposed committee structure, June 2017):

1

•

Science Committee: Charged with providing scientific expertise and guidance
on SSMP projects and efforts. The State or other committees will refer topics to
the Science Committee. Topics will include hydrology, biology, air quality,
monitoring and adaptive management.

•

10-Year Plan Committee: Charged with consultation on advance
implementation of the 10-Year Plan by providing input and making
recommendations to resolve issues and concerns. Topics will include habitat, air
quality, hydrology, and environmental compliance with participation of the former
the members of the Project, Environment, and Finance Committees.

•

Air Quality Committee: Charged with providing guidance on air quality
regulatory compliance and coordinate with Air Boards. The Committee will have

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/salton_sea/docs/stip_order_draft.pdf
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a shared purpose with the Science Committee on reviewing research issues and
integrating regulatory issues going to the 10-Year Plan Committee and/or State.
Topics will include air quality compliance, dust control, air monitoring.
•

Long Range Committee: Charged with considering alternative long-range
solutions (twice yearly) and recommend those that should advance to scientific
review. Committee to provide input on the Long Range Plan and identify funding
to support its implementation. Topics will include long term solutions to issues at
the Sea that extend beyond the 10-Year Plan.

Outreach Committee: Charged with providing advice on local community
outreach to inform and solicit input on health, air quality, and social aspects of
implementation of the SSMP. The mission of the Outreach Committee is to assist
the state in communicating clear and consistent mutual understanding of the
Salton Sea Management Plan for communities and stakeholders concerned
across the Salton Sea. Topics include Community Outreach Plan and public
meeting planning.
It is expected that this draft Work Plan will be reviewed by the committees and updated
following any feedback received. Going forward, it will serve as a guide for additional
work to be performed by the State as part of the SSMP Phase I, although modifications
will continue to be made as new experience is gained on project implementation and
new data are collected from completed projects.
•

In the remainder of this document each of the task areas are discussed. This includes a
group of tasks identified as Section II Overarching Project Development and
Management Needs that apply to the entire SSMP: the estimation of water availability
for projects in the different Phase I areas (Chapter 2); the water quality targets for these
projects (Chapter 3), the development of a habitat planning and design tool to
systematically evaluate individual project components for future implementation(Chapter
4), air quality management needs (Chapter 5), environmental compliance needs
(Chapter 6), and compatibility with other regional planning efforts (Chapter 7). This
section also includes a chapter on additional projects, beyond those identified in Phase
I, in support of a smaller but sustainable Sea (Chapter 8). The Work Plan also includes
a set of tasks in Section III Action Plan for Phase I Areas for preliminary
conceptualization and costing of projects in the five areas shown in Figure 1. These
include planning and design for the New River West and East areas (Chapter 8), the
Alamo River North and South areas (Chapter 9), and the Whitewater River area
(Chapter 10). This Work plan concludes with a summary and proposed schedule
(Chapter 11).
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